
 

Conferences will be held in a handful of 
days and paper notices of your 
scheduled time have been sent home.  
If you are unable to make your time, 
please call the school office.  
Conferences are a valuable opportunity 
for parents, students and teachers to 
communicate on how students are 
progressing.  Please know that related 
arts teachers are present at both Adel 
Elementary and DeSoto Intermediate 
during conference week.  If you are 
interested in scheduling a visit with a 
particular staff member, please call the 
office to arrange a time.  Thank you for 
participating in this event to create the 
best educational environment for your 
student. 

 

 DeSoto Intermediate will host our Back to School Open House on separate night for 3rd graders and another night for 
incoming 4th and 5th graders. Third graders and parents are welcome to come to Open House on Wednesday, August 13th 
from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  4th and 5th grade students and parents are invited to attend Open House on Thursday, August 14th any 
time from 6:30- 8:00 p.m.  
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Starting on Monday, October 9th, the 
students at DeSoto Intermediate will have 
another option at recess to stay active, 
while having fun.  KidStriders will be a 
voluntary walking/running program that 
each child can choose to take part.  A 
track will be marked off in the recess yard 
and students can complete any amount 
of laps they would like each day.  Students 
track their individual laps in a log and 
watch their accomplishments 
accumulate, with the goal of reaching 
marathon level goals!   
Class totals will be totaled and celebrated 
as well.   Students completing 26 miles will 
receive a shirt and be invited to 
participate in a Victory Run at the Grand 
Blue Mile.  There are additional incentives 
for milestones along the way.  We would 
encourage you to ask your child about 
their participation in KidStriders.  

On October 4th, the students and staff at 
DeSoto Intermediate School participated 
in the statewide initiative called The 
Healthiest State Walk.  This 1K walk brings 
an added focus to making healthy 
choices in our everyday lives.  During the 
walk, participants stopped at stations to 
meet challenges that were posted along 
the road.  Stations included jumping jacks, 
walking backwards & naming healthy 
foods.  The goal is to promote a healthy 
life style through this walk. 
A big thank you to the city of DeSoto for 
partitioning off streets to allow our 550 staff 
and students to “overtake” some city 
streets. 
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CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

The DeSoto Intermediate 
School Office is open 
Monday- Friday 7:30 a.m.- 
4:00 p.m. 

317 Spruce Street 
DeSoto, Iowa 50069 
515-834-2424 
 

OFFICE STAFF: 
Jodi Banse, 
Principal 
 

Amy Hemphill, 
Assistant Principal 
 

Sondra Hovey, 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Shannon Hodges, 
Office Assistant 

On the last Friday of the month DeSoto Intermediate 
incorporates a Mix-Up Day during lunchtime.  During the 
students’ lunch time they choose a spot anywhere in 
the lunchroom and are encouraged to sit near people 
they typically don’t visit.   This differs from the typical day 
where students sit with their classroom peers.  
The purpose of this day is to allow students to have 
conversations outside their typical peer group and gain 
appreciation for students they are unfamiliar. 
Conversation cards are on  
each table. We encourage  
you to ask your child about  
their Mix-Up lunch  
experience and what  
conversations they had. 
 

 “Experiencing Success Today, Achieving 
Dreams Tomorrow” 

MIX-IT UP DAY 

UPCOMING DATES: 
• October 2-13- PK-5 

Benchmark Reading 
Assessments  

• October 11- 12:45 Early 
Dismissal- Teacher  PD 

• October 16- No School- 
Parent/Teacher 
Conference Work Day 

• October 17 & 19-  
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences- 12:45 pm 
dismissal.  Conferences 
scheduled from 2-8 pm 

• October 25- 12:45 Early 
Dismissal- Teacher  PD 

• November 15- 12:45 Early 
Dismissal- Teacher  PD 

•  

 
 
 
 
 

In 2018-19, DeSoto Intermediate School will share 
student reporting in a standards based manner.  This 
way of reporting focuses on sharing student 
achievement based on individual skill in each content.  
For instance, rather than giving a student an overall 
grade in math, the teacher would share how the 
student performed on each of the math concepts from 
that quarter.  In our current grading system, we shared 
an overall grade, which combines each content, 
behavior skills (such as participation & homework) in 
that unit timeframe.  A more comprehensive system will 
give you the specifics for your child. 
As you join your teacher in a few weeks for 
conferences, you will notice a shift to this new reporting 
system.   Your teacher will be sharing more & more 
specific data about specific concepts, rather than 
overall grades.  Data notebooks and formative 
assessments will show growth for your child.  More 
information about Standards Based reporting will be 
shared throughout the year in readiness for 2018-19. 
 

STANDARDS BASED REPORTING & GRADES 


