Dear Parents, 

In this Physical Science Unit, your child is learning about sound energy.  For this unit, the Iowa Core Curriculum states: Sound is produced when vibrations from objects travel through a medium and are received.  Sound can vary in volume.  The pitch of a sound can be varied by changing the rate of vibration.

The essential questions we will focus on are: 
1. How is sound produced as it travels through a medium?

2. How is the pitch of sound varied?

3. How is the volume of sound varied?

The essential vocabulary words that your child will need to learn are:
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Sound Energy
Sound Waves
Vibration
Pitch
Volume
Reflection
Absorption
To assess these concepts, your child will be asked to do the following: 
1. Design and make an instrument that produces a high and low pitch. He/she will be asked to correctly identify the type of instrument, demonstrate and accurately describe how the sound is produced, how the volume can vary, and demonstrate and accurately describes how the pitch can change through an in class presentation.  
2. Take a matching and short answer assessment addressing how sound is produced, and how it varies in volume and pitch.  

We have also attached the rubric that will be used to score the instrument that they have designed. 

Thank you for you help and support with the studying and learning of this unit.

The Fifth Grade Team
